Cepy of John Brabsens Will, filed im Offiee 16th March 1863, Sevi:r Leounty
Chancery Ceurt.

I Jehn Brabsom of SevierCeunty and State of Tenmessee- being of seund and dis-
posing mind and memery de make and publish this my last will and Testament.

Item 1. I will and desire, that after my death, my executers pay all my debts
and funeral exyences out of my Lstate.

Ltem 2. I give and bequeath te -y wife Eligabeth all my heuseheld and Kitechen
furnitures Including twe clecks and am my Safe, together with such Beeks as
she may cheese the risidus to be divided between my three Soms Benjamin Themas
and BReese.

I alse give te my wife Blisabeth all of the oreps I may have on hamis at my
death, either im the ground er gathered, and alse all the provision oa hanid,
the crep is te include all the rents that may be ceming fres my Temants as well
as what may be raised em the (rounds cultivated by myself. I alse give and
bequeath as much of my stekek of every deseriptien amd farming ubemsils as

she may need leaving that te her ewa Judgement.

Item 3. I alse give and bequeath te my wife Elizabeth, during hermatural life
the fellewing Trascte of Land for her suppert First the Tract en which I new
live, insluding the hereditsments aml appurtenances therete belonging, and
bounded as follews

Beginning om & Spanish esk, near where Collen Warren ? lives em the Publie
road, leading te the Store, then rumning dewan Beyds ereelt se as te include a
lot and House adjoining said sak tree, and Including the Spring at the Creek,
© te the meuth of said creek then dewn with the meanders thereef Including the
Ferry te James Ellises line, and with that line te a stake that will be in a
line, between the cerner of Ellises fence that turns Shert reusnd te ge tewards
my Mill, frem theance te where the Road turms reund a 1l acrss field called

the liudhole field te geo tewards Blairs big field, and frem that cerner, with
the ¥ill read, te the public HRead, and with that te the Begiaming.

ilse I give teo my wife Elizabeth durinmg her natural life, what cleared land

1 have in the Island, called Buskinghams Island with liberty te clear five
acres mere in tthe Igland adjeinimg the cleared land en the sluice. Alse I
give te my said wife during her matural life, all the land I ewn en the Nerth
side of frengh Bread River, adjeiming my ferry and Including the Ferry, and
where Saml Ceek new lives all fer her use te Farm, but net te sell or waste,
or Sell amy timber but te use sush Timber as may be necessary fer Weeping up
the farms, and fer fireweed 4¢, alse teo use what timber in the Island abeve
named that may be necessary te keep up the femeing thereon. My said wife is
alse at liberty te clear Twenty acres on the land, en the nerth side of the
Ferry. I alse give te my said wife, all the rats that may be made on the
Shamblin Place and the Ames Gallien place, amd where James White lives, dur-
ing her life. I alse give te my wife during her life the use of what is
called Blairs Big field, as the field adjeining that I have werked alse the
fourteen acre field called the lludhele field ad the field adjeining, and the
Reagan field all fer her te have te farm, during her matural life, ans alse
She te have the privilege of using timber en the en the differents of land te
keep up the fences, and to have what Timber she may need on any of my lands in
the Knobs for rails &e.
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Item L. I give ani bequeath te my sais wife Elizabeth six Huw red Dellars te
be paid her eut of my Noasy, or a geed mote as she may choese.

Item 5. I give amd bequeath te my said (sie) during her natural life, the use
of all my slaves, that I do net etherwise dispese of.

Item 6. lMy will is that my slave Molly be feeed from bondage at my death, and
the death of my wife, and thay my executers make provisiess fer her live with
seme persen that will be bound te keep her off the eounty, am te live some
persen of her own chedee, if any persen will ge her security te keep her frea
beceoming a county charge, and the ceunty ceurt will allew it, my will is that
she may be Zmancipated Instead of being bouni te live with any persenm.

Item 7. It is my will that my wife may have as many Raw hides taned in my
Tanyard free of charge, a&s will shee her family durig her life previded that
Tanyard is kept wp. A4lse my will is that she may im like mammer have what
sawing she may need for Ferry Beats deme at my Sawmill, previded she furmish
the timber and the mill centimues te Rum. :

item 8. I give and devise te my sen Bemjamin D Brabsen and his heirs ferever
all the landsthat I have herein givem te my wife Elisabeth except such as I
have etherwise dispesed of teo others, and the pessession eof which, he is te
to get at the death of his mether. My will is that my sen Benjamim L Brabsen
gegin twe chaine alseng the read towards the Ferry, frem the cernsr Spanish
%ac speken of abeve, and te run parallel amd with the Gully, te the presest
fence, and with the fence two Reads, and then at right sngles te the ereek te
its meuth, ad with the line alletted te his mether, untill it reaches with~
in twe chains of the spanish ocak his methers cernsrs. I alse give ami devise
unte my sem Benjamin L. Brabson, and his heirs ferever, all the lands I ewn
on the nerth side of Fench Bread, adjeining my Ferry, Including the ferry, and
adjoining the lands of Ceorge liudsen, and the heirs of Jehm Kear, suppesed te
eontain five hunired asres, with the exception of a small piece of lanmd I
alletted te the widew Ingram during her life, or widowheed, at which term of
time, my will is that it beleng te my sen Banjamin U Brabsen and his heirs
ferever. I further give and devise teo my sen Benjamim U Brabses amd his heirs
the follewing one half of a ene Hundred acre tract that lies on the public Road
between my Ferry and Henrys Cress Heads, and the etherhalf of said tract I
give ani devise to my son Thomas C. Brabsen and his heirs ferever. I further
give and devise to my sen Benjamin U Brabson and his heirs forever, all the
land I own in what is called Buekinghams Island te gether with (sic) awres of
an Iglad, that lies im the river adjeining. I alse give and devise ® By
said son Penjamin U Brabsen and his heirs forever all the lands where William
Cannen ence lived Includig eom hundred and thirty acres of am entry, adjein-
ing said land. I also give and devise te said Benjamin U Brabsen and his heirs
forever alk a slip of ground 32 feet at the read, and wider at the ersek, that
lies between the lands of James Ellis and lugh Cowans land, got eff of Cowans
land for a read to the creek te got timber across the ereek. All the land I
2 ve willed to my senxissjmmiwcicxBrabswnycarxs wife Elisabeth during her 1life,
that at her death te my sem Benjamin . Brabsen, are not te be occupied by
him, untill after the Death of his said mether. I alse give and devise te uy
said sen Benjamin U. Brabsem, amd his heirs ferever, the om third mrt of

my Knob lands, that are not specially devised te others.

Item . I give and devise te my twe soms Benjamin D. Brabsen and Themas C
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Brabsen, am their heirs ferefr, all the landsthat lie en that part, of wy
place, thati lies between James Ellises where he lives, and his old place that
lies on the west side, of the Read, that leads towards the Mill, uatill they
come to the cormer that turns te'ge te the Blair big field, they are te rua
on the lime alletted to Benjamim D. Brabsem individually to a stale on James
Ellises land previded this line does net, rrun the lime to Ellises fence cor~
ner speken of im Elizabeth Brabsens lime through a sink hole if se it is te
be allotted se as te pass by om of the simk holes, and te rumn frem said stake
- oa Ellises line, and t® his cerner that runs frem the river, an d te rum frem
that cerner, so as te run in a swmall distance, te the read that rums towards
Whittles old place, and with the read te Hugh Cowans corner, and Randlees by
runing in same place, 55 as te suit the read, or make it better tham where it
imxmew now is, and with Cowans lime teo James Ellises line, and with Ellises
line, te the white sak eorner on the ereek, and then with the creek te the
midle of it to the bend, and then down the creek, on the south side te the
mouth and up on the ether side te Benjamia D Brabsens cerner em the ereek, ami
then with his line te the stake on the read twe chains frem the Spanish eak,
the fields that are allotted teo my wife, during her life sut of the above lands
are not te be eccuried by the said Benjamin I Brabson and Themas C Brabsen um-
till after the death of my said wife. I alse give and devise te my said seans
Beajamin D Brabsom and Themas C Brabsen, and their heirs forever all my Tan-
yard, with all the Teels em hand, and dry hides and alse one half of all the
leather in tan or is preparking for taniag , ami the sther half I direct, te
be divided, between the rest of my chilarea, te be worked out by my Black Bey
Henry, amd the Bark and oil en hand te be used fer that purpose, and what is
left if amy, is te belong to my sail twe sons Benjamin D. Brabsean & Themas C
Brabson, and if anmy is waated then my said sen Benjamin is te furanish it, tie
leather teo be divided as it is worked out. I alse give to my said twe sens
Benjamin & Themas, all my Smith Teels. I give and bequeath to my said sens
Benjamin & Themas my Twe Black Boys lenry and Chmrles the Blackswmith equally,
during their natural lives, at the death of either, that shall db leaving me
Heirs of their owa bedy them the right te said twe slaves Hewry and Charles
Shall ge te the surviver and his heirs ferever. I further give and devise te
my twe sens, Benjamian and Themas C Brabsen, and their heirs ferever all the
tract of land that my old mill was built upen, in the Knebbs, with its apour-
tenances, alse a =mall piece of land of abeut three acres ner where the widew
Perry, once lived, being part of the field where Shamblia lives. I alse give
te my said twe semns Benjamin D & Themas C. Brabsen and their heirs ferever,

a one humdired acre tract, that takes in the Kaobb at the lefi as ome passes
teoward the old Mill, and alse one other tract that centains twe hundred aecres
that Whittle entered and sold te me, alse ene third of a tract of three Huam-
dred & fifty acres or thereabeuts tia ¢ runs te the lick place and alse im like
manmer, I give and devise te them my said twe sews my part of an Entry made
by mgself & Chadler(Chandler) that lies between Chandler & Whittle fifty aecres
and my Mill Traet, that ruas te the lick, arnd the Creek. I alse give and de-
vise te my said twe soms Banjamin D & Themas C Brabsen and their heirs fer-
ever, the ballance eof the said tract called five huundred & fifty twe acres,

or mear that OSeme of this tract is taken im by ether entries If my wife
Elizabeth may want Timber, out of amy of these lands She is te have fer rails,
firewood and other uses, my will is that said Benjamim & Themas C Brabsea shall
;:; the Leather speken of for my wife. Ia part censideratiom yard and Blaeck
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Item 11. I give ami bequeath te my sea Themas C Brabsen and his heirs fer-
o:::,lio lue‘h of my 1::23, where he now lives as lies on the merth side of the
Read, that leads frem my Nill tewards Livi Whttles old plage with the exeeption
I have made in the Read mentioned in the line of Beajamia & Themas C Brabsem
on said Read, where there is a waggen Read used that is to make the Read better
ia places when it needs changing of the Read te better Ground, the beunmds are
te be a8 follows. DBegining at a post oak cormer of ilugh Cowans James Randles
& myself, and to Fum with the Head speken of te a cors r between me and James
Ellis the firet corner hbetwesmxmexandx frem a beach on the fiver beak, amd
frem that corner te saia beach en the river Bask, and frem thence up the River
barious ceursee and distances te enclude the Mills, anmd aa Islaudiot thirty
geven acres or thereabsuts called Xmgiimssex Boggesses Island and dewn the
River te James & Richard Randles Mill, and with their line te the public lead,
and with the Road te James Randles deceased, and with ssid James Handles line
te the begining containing ome tract eof land fermerly owned by Jehm Climkenm-
peard, ami surchased by me frem Edward Geerge. One other purchased by me at
a trust sale ef Semuel Beman the £ land fermerly belonged to Samuel Begges,
part of anether tract fermerly ewned by Jeseph Blair. A1l that has net been
devigsed to Banjamin and said Themas C Brabsom Jeintly. I further give and
devise to my said Sen Themas C Brabsen and his heirs ferever a ene hundred
acre tract I own in t.e Knebbs, being the one I purchased twe thirds of it
froa James W. Ellis adjeining the lands of said £1lis. I further devise te
my said sea Themas C Brabson & his heirs ferever, the one third of the traet
of Land that belenged te Joha Chancler & myself the one half te each the trats
centains 532 acres lying Kmebb creek & the waters of Beyds Ureek, onmce which
I divided betwwen Benjamin U & Themas C. Srabsen. : ;

Item 17. I direct that my executers shall Sell my lands and let in the Town
of Sevierville, and my twenty tract rear Jerry Mathises old place, with the
3% acres I got of Joha Catlett upea such a credit as will secure the best
price se that it be net lemger than twe years and to be seld as seen as there
is an epportunity of sellimg for a fair osrice, and untill it can be sold, I
devise that it be rented, and the money arisimg from said sale I direct that
it shall be equally divided ameng my five daughteers. :

Item 13. I give and devise to my daughter Hary Hodsea my land knowm as the
Bush tract Includimg three tracts, eem twe hundred & febty acres, in the Ferk
of the big East Ferk & little East fork of little Pigeen River oea other traect
on the opposite side of the Little Last Ferk centaining ene husdred & fourteea
acres being the place George Bush formerly lived om and srme other trast of
£L8ty acres, the above lamds with the Hereditiaments & appurtenances therete
belonging, I give to my said Yaughter Mary during her matural life and at

her death, I give and devise the same to her children beran of her body ami
their heirs forever. I alse give te my said daughter ere Hegre Girl eut my
Estate, during her natural life, tegether with her Increase, and at the Leath
of my Uaughter Mary, thea I give and bequeath the said Negre girl amd her
Increase to the children bern of the body of my said vaughter and their heirs
forever, te be equally divided amengst them. If I sheuld furnish my said Vau-
ghter with a degre Cirl befere my Leath, then she is te held the same, under
this will in lieu of the one Given by the Will, amnd te be held by her echild-
dren as directed by this my Will. -

Item 1. I give and devise te my daughter Priseilla Shields my tract of lamd
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lyiamg mear MeClarus Mills where Frederick Seruggs lives, and Jesse Cumniagham
lives, eentaining three Huandred aml thirteen aeres more or less, tegether with
an Entry containiang fifty twe acres on Tuckahoe Creek, adjeining the same and
the abeve lands with the hereditaments and apsurtenances therets beleaging, I
give to my said Daughter Pricella during her natural life, and at lmr th,
I give the same to her children and their heirs bern of her gbedy ferever.

I alse give te my said Laughter Pricilla during her matural life, ene Negre
Girl named Tenmessee, about thirteen years old and at the death of my said
Daughter, said Negre girl and her Inecrease, I give te the childrea of my said
Daughter, amd her heirs ferever. I alse give te my said Laughter Pricella
fifteen Hundred Dollars te make her land equal im value te the lands of my
other Laughters.

Item 15. 1 give to my Laught er luey Seruggs all that tract of Land I pur-
chased of Levi Whittle im Sevier Ceunty, centaining frem five te six Hundred
acres. It being in different Ueeds, and the lands that said Whittle lived up-
on Including a cetten machine, and alse Seventy acres of land I purchased of
Riéchard Maney, the abeve land with the hereditaments and appertenances therete
belenging, I give te my said Daughter, Lucy during her matural life, and at
her death, I give and devise the same, te her children bern of her bedy, and
their heirs ferever.

Item 16. I give and devise te my daughrer Eligabeth MeNutt my traet of lamd
fermerly owaed by Docter Themas Hill, centainiyg five Hundred & thirty feur
agres, or thereabouts, the abeve lands with the hereditaments and appertanances
I give te my sald Laughter, during her natural life, and at her death, I give
and devise the same te her children, bera of her bedy, & their heirs ferever.
I alse give te my said Daughter Elizabeth a Negre girl named Amanda, amd her
twe children Gilber & Josah Emaline during her natural life, and sat the death
of my said Daughter, I give and devise the said abeve named negroes with their
Incresse te the chiléren of my said Daughter and their Heirs ferever. I alse
give te my said daughter five Humdred Dellars im meney, te make her land equal
in value te my other Laughters.

Item 17. I give and devise te my daughter Penelepe Brabsen, that traect of land
I purchased of Johm Framklin, with the hereditamert s aml appertenanses, lying
in what is called McClearas bend, coentaining about eme hundred & ainmety twe
acres. L alse give to my said daughter, my Island with Its apsertenances,
called ilglaras Islane, in French Breoad River, the above said lands, I give te
sy said daughter, Pemelepe, during her matural life, and sheuld OShe marry
and have children, then at her death, I give said lands te her childrea, and
their heirs ferever, but sheuld she die ummarried or witheut children, er

the lawful degendants of children, then I give and bequeath said lands te her
brethers &« sisters and their heirs ferever. I further give te my daughter
Penelese, one Negre girl out of my stock of negrees, or eut of my estate, dur-
ing her natural life, and at her death said Negre with her Increase is te ge
te the children of lo r bedy, If she sheuld marry, and if ‘she die ummarried

or witheut children, or the lawful deceniants o children, then said Negre
and Increase, to go te her brothers & sisters and their heirs forever. I alse
give to my daughter Penelope twelve hundred & fifty Dellars, te maker her

land equal im value te my ether Daughters. I alse give te my said Laughter
the same ameunt of Household furniture amd steck, that I gave te my ether
LDaughters eut of my Estate.
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I 8. I give and devise te my son Reese B. Brabsen and his heirs ru-ovor_
l;.:ri'ot of iand lying im Gibsen County, ia mkx West Tenuessee, containing
about 337 aeres together with the hereditaments & appertenances thereto belong-
ing. I alse give te him the sum of $2535 heretefore advanced te him by me
for the purpsse of purehasing a tract ef land near the Tewn of Chattancega.

I alsegive to my said Sen Reese B Brabsom the sum of four humdred & sixty five
dollars te be paid to him by my executers in memey. It is further my Will
thatif the tract of land in CGibsem County, shall not sell for or be worth ons
thousand dellars, then I give te my saidsen Reese, eut of my estate in addit-

B t¢ what I have given to him as much as will make saild tract of land equal
Value te omes thousand dellars, I glge give to my said son Reese the sum

of Eleven Hundred Dedlars, heretofore advanced te him by me, te purchase a let
in the Town of Chattaneega. I g alse give te my said sen Reese a Negre Boy
now in his pessessiea named Bill,

Item 19. I give and devise te xy sen Benjamin D Brabsen & his heirs forever
~that tract of land with its appurtinances that lies between Peter Buffakers
old plaee on the Nerth Side of the river called twenty eight seres or therea-
bouts. Alsh I give te my said sen and his heirs forever the tract of land
that was in dispute with Westly Huffaker, suppesed te be about sixty eight
acres, or thereabouts. Uy Will alse is, that my saild sen Benjamin Shall net
be charged Iaterest en his note of #655, deollars, that he gave for the Baker
place.

ltem 20. My will is, that se much eof my steck, and ether articles that B2y
hot be dispesed of, such 2= steck that uy wife Elizabeth, may net want, er
other articles be seld by executers, and the money placed with my other moneys.

item 21. I give teo my Sem Thomas C Brabsen my Surveying Instruments and my
Gibsen on Surwveying. .

Item 23. My Will ie, that Sem Benjamin D Brabsen have the use and benmefit of
my House and lets in the Tewn of Marysville, durimg the life of his mother,
8nd at her death, they shall be sele by my Executors, and the meney equally
divided amoungst my eight children.

Item 23. I give te my daughter Luey Seruggs ene half of an entry of land,
lying back of the widow Hendersems Place, the whele centaining 150 acres >
owned new by Jeha Chandler & myself, which she is te lave during her matural
life, am at her death to g9 te her children and their heirs im the same
way, that I bave directed the ethers lands willed ®eo her.

Item 2i. My will is that my executers sontract with seme persen to wall im
& grave yard oa the Hill, abeve my house, and pay for the same, eut of ny
estate or debis, as they can make a contraet, the wall may be thirty feet

Square or mere, if theught necessary, am be of such highth and thickness,
48 may be best to make it a good wall. ' _

ltem 25. I direet that my executers shall sell my lande where Charles Reed
owned and the meney divided ameng my eight chileren.

Item 26. My will is, that if I sheuld provide other means, for any of my abeve
named children, they are to have no more, than what will make them equal with
what I have givem them.
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Item 27. My will is, that at the death of my wife, my Negroes shnll be divid-
ed, by my executers as fellews, } _

ist I give te ay sen Themas C. Brabsen, one Negre slave of his ‘own cheice,
after he has made his cheice, I them direct, there shall be set apart by may
Executers, sevea lots of Negroes, placing tws in each lot, and the said lets
to be of as near of equal value as may be, ene of which lets I give te Thouas
C Brabson, one to Reece B Brabsen, one te lary Hedsden, ene to ‘rieilla Shields,
ose to Lucy Seruggs, ene to Llizabeth Melutt and one te Penelope Brabson, and
the rights te the respective lots, te be determined by drawing, and the differ-
ence in the value eof said lets, is te be made up ia medey by my executers, se
@8 te equalise the value of said lets, the remaindsr of my Hegrees, at the
time above stated, to be divided in eight lots, se as nst to be better tham
What will be half of each of the above senen lots, and these eight lets, I
give one to Beajamin D. Brabsen, one to Reese B Brabsen, one to Themas C
Brabsen, ene ® Mary Hodsden, one to “rieilla Shields, sune te Lucy Seruggs,
ene te Elizabeth McNutt, & one te Penelepe Brabsen, and said lets te be made
of equal value, by my executors paying the difference ian the value in money
and the chegce of these last lots, te be likewise determinded by drawing. The
Negroes that shall fall te my daughters under the above twe divisiens Hary
Hodsden, Pricilla Shields Lucy Seruggs, Elizabeth MelNutt & Pemelepe Brabsen,
I give ad bequeath te them respectively, during their amatural lives, and at
their death, te go teo their respective children and their heirs, in the same
way that I have directed the other slaves given them teo go, and sheuld uy dau-
ghter Penelepe die ummarried or without children or the lawful decemiants of
children, then her said slaves, are te go to her Brothers and Sisters.

Item 28. It is my will, that th business of the firms of John Brabses &co
Brabsen and Toole, may be wound Up, in such manner and time, as may be con-
sistent with the Imterest of said firms, that reasonable time be sllowed, for
Winding up the same, witheut unnecessary pressimg collection of debts, se as
t® hagzard their safety.

Item 28 (sie). It is my desire that ny meutorq, collect as secn as they
can, or within a reasenable time, se much meney out of the debts owing te me,
és will pay off the meney I have divected specially te be paid to my wife and
legatees.

Item 29. I give ami bequeath te my sen Benjamin D, Brabsen, the sum of Twe
theusand dellars im money. Im ddditien te what I have already given te hiam,
in ceasideration his services rendered te me in the management of my businmess.

Ttem 30. I give to my som Themas C Brabsen ome thousand dollars in menegw, in
addition to what I have already ghusinbin.in consideration of services ren—
dered by him in management of By susiness.

Item 31. 411 the rest and residue of my estate, I direct shall be equally di-
vided among my eight children, and their heirs, (te wit), Benjamin L Brabsen,
Themas C Brabses, ‘ricilla Shields, Reece B Brabsen, Mary Hedsden, Luey Seruggs,
Elizabeth MeNutt and Penelope Brabsen. T

Item 32. I hereby appoint Benjamin D Brabsen Themas C Brabsen, and Joha S
MeNutt executers of this my last will and testament.
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In testimeney whereef I have hereuante set u hand and Seal, ‘the 27t.h d,uy of
Uectober 18L48.

Sealed oigud pubhshod A Jehn Brabsen (seal)
and delivered by the testater, te be his last will and testmment, in the
sreseace of Ron J Davis Robt H Hynds

S¢ate of Tcmasu)

Sevier County ) I A Lt«an clerk ef the ceunty ceurt of said county, de
certify that the feregeing is a true copy of Jehm Prabsens Will, as appears
of record on file in my office.

Given under my hand at office imn Sevierville the lith day of hrﬁh 1863.

# A. Lawsen Clerk



